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found a clean mat, and shelter for ourselves and
our beasts; and the man in attendance furnished
us with fire-wood, which was all we needed, as
we had rice and bread with us.
During supper we were joined by Two Turk-
ish soldiers, halting here, from Jaffa, and were
visited in turn by the elders of the village, each
of them demanding from whence we came,
whither we were going, and what was the object
of our journey. They enquired eagerly after
Bonaparte, whom they all knew; and desired to
know when there would be rain, for the want of
which their tillage had been long retarded. We
continued thus occupied until about nine o'clock,
when we were suffered to.repose in tranquillity.
15th. Having slept soundly after our fatigue,
we found, on awaking and preparing to depart,
that all our remaining provisions had been stolen
from our basket during the night, though it lay
close to my servant's head. We had a long
journey before us, and no time to be lost: we,
therefore, set out unprovided, leaving Tartoura
about five, by the light of a full moon; and,
continuing along the sea-shore, passed, in half
an hour, a.small rocky islet, very similar to
those which form the port of the village itself.
At half-past six we forded a narrow inlet of
the sea, which we did not conceive to be the